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I am repeatedly thrilled to discover how God has connected 
diverse people through the ministry of BCA. Our SA/NT Regional 
Officer Steve Davis and I recently attended the Field Staff 
commissioning for Kristan and Kathryn Slack in Katherine, 
Northern Territory. We met local Aboriginal Christians and spoke 
to people who came north for a ‘year or two’ in the 1960’s 
and never went back south. All had their own hopes for God’s 
ministry in their common home. A highlight of the evening was 
when the local mayor rose to welcome the Slacks to their new 
community and spoke about her own BCA links. As a child 
growing up near Ceduna, Fay Miller experienced the blessings 
of BCA-supported ministry in that location. Later she spent time 
at the BCA Hostel in Port Lincoln where she made life-long 
friendships. Who knows what God-inspired connections are 
being grown even now?

It is the power of the Christian gospel to bring together 
people who can be divided by difference and the injustices 
of the past and present. One of BCA’s key priority areas is 
“supporting ministry by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people”. Since our work began it has brought us into contact 
with Australia’s first peoples. No doubt there have been mistakes 
along the way, but I believe that our work has been at its best 
when it has recognised and affirmed the God-given gifts of all 
believers. I trust you will find that perspective reflected in the 
pages which follow.

Finally, a big thank you to everyone who gave to our recent 
appeal to support ministry in mining communities. By God’s 
grace we had a great outcome and saw the biggest response 
ever to a half yearly appeal – over $260,000 in donations. Thank 
you also to everyone who was unable to give but used the 
appeal as a prompt to prayer – in God’s economy it all makes  
a difference!

Mark Short
National Director

Editorial

No doubt there 
have been mistakes 
along the way, but 
I believe that our 
work has been at 
its best when it 
has recognised and 
affirmed the  
God-given gifts of 
all believers
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In his address to BCA’s Victorian AGM (A 
New Story in an Old Land: The First 
Aboriginal Evangelists) John Harris 
told the story of three messengers who 
shared Jesus with their own people, and 
with others. 

David Unaipon (his face is on our $50 
note) was not only an inventor and a 
political activist, but a faithful preacher of 
the gospel across South Australia. Moses 
Uraiakureia, often known as Blind Moses, 
evangelised the people of Central Australia 
and left a lasting impact on all who knew 
him. James Japanma spent 50 years in 
humble and selfless service to the people 
of Arnhem Land. John Harris points out 
that while these men were not ‘accredited’ 
or ‘ordained’ as their white counterparts 
were, God used them greatly through 
their knowledge of the Scriptures and the 
‘unspoken sermon’ of lives offered to Jesus.

None of these first messengers served 
with BCA. But their stories should inspire 
and challenge us. They remind us that God’s 
Word and Spirit often run ahead of our 
structures and plans. God is calling a royal 
priesthood for himself for every tribe and 
language, including from those peoples 
who first stewarded this land we now 
call Australia. God’s scriptures are able to 
equip people of all cultures to live 
transformed lives and to reach 
out to their peers  
and neighbours.

In light of this, the 
challenge for BCA must 

always be: will we heed what God is doing 
amongst our Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander brothers and sisters and get on 
board? None of us need to be the experts 
here; that is God’s business. It is far better 
to be a listener and a learner. We can learn 
about the history of Aboriginal and Islander 
people in the place where we live, and we 
can listen to Christians seeking to serve 
their own communities and reach them for 
Christ.

Last year I was blessed to spend 
a number of days in the company of 
Aboriginal Christian leaders visiting remote 
communities in north-west South Australia. 
We sat with men and women in their 70’s 
and 80’s as they sung hymns of their youth, 
we saw younger leaders faithfully modelling 
the Christian life – and yes, we heard of 
some hard things as well. I didn’t come 
away with any easy answers, just a few 
better questions. Perhaps that is the best 
place for a learner to be!

You can download a copy of John 
Harris’ address from the BCA website 
bushchurchaid.com.au/content/other-
resources

Mark 
Short

Supporting 
Ministry by 
Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait 
Islander People
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I was raised by Christian parents and 
have been blessed from a young age 
to be taught the good news of the 
gospel. As kids we were taken to church 
regularly, attended Sunday school  
and were encouraged in the things of 
the Lord. 

Every second year in Port Augusta (South 
Australia) there is a national gathering of 
Indigenous Christian men and women – 
the Aboriginal Evangelical Fellowship (AEF) 
National Conference. I have only missed 
one AEF gathering. I first heard the gospel 
preached at one of these gatherings and 
responded in faith when I was a youth. I 
have been learning what this call meant to 
me ever since.

I have had a number of good role 
models in my Christian walk: from my 
parents to my uncles and aunties and other 
Christian leaders in the communities where 
we have lived. The role of the AEF has been 
instrumental and an endless source  
of encouragement.

The need for well-trained Indigenous 
men and women in ministry has been on 
my heart for a long time. I have always felt 
the call to tell my own people about the 
good news of the gospel. Indigenous people 
are taught all sorts of things about how 

they should live and 
what they should 
be doing with their 
lives, but at the end 
of the day the only 
thing that matters is 
whether or not you know Jesus as Saviour.

I have signed up for the four-year 
Bachelor of Divinity (BD) at Moore College 
and I am currently halfway through my 
second year. It has been a tremendous 
privilege to come and study the word of 
God, learn biblical languages and listen to 
inspiring chapel sermons.

 At present I am the only Indigenous 
student at college and only the third 
Indigenous student in its 160 year history. 
Hopefully in future years this will change.

After I finish my Bachelor of Divinity I 
would love to work as a theological trainer 
teaching Indigenous people theology and 
creating pathways for them to go and study 
at institutions such as Moore College. I really 
am drawn to ministering to Indigenous 
Australians – my people need Jesus!

I’ve been really appreciative of 
the financial support of BCA and the 
encouragement of the BCA family, you have 
all been wonderful.

Nathaniel Naden

My People need Jesus

I have always 
felt the call to 
tell my own 
people about the 
good news of 
the gospel
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God led Jim and Natalie Watson to 
Kununurra 12 years ago to plant a new 
church but it wasn’t long before they 
became involved in Indigenous ministry. 
“It was hard not to minister to the other 
half of town,” says Jim. “We were really 
drawn to Indigenous people.”

While they are still involved in the church 
that they planted, the main focus of Jim 
and Natalie’s ministry is meeting Indigenous 
folk “where they are”. It is ministry that can 
be tough. “The circumstances of those we 

minister to can be harsh and unpredictable 
with many suffering chronic illness and 
generally poor health,” says Jim.

Most of Jim’s work is mentoring young 
Indigenous Christian men, many of whom 
he has built long-term relationships with. 
This includes visits, phone calls, emergency 
help and being a prison contact person. 
Jim regularly takes some of these men on 
camping trips and has even taken Alan 
(pictured on the next page with Jim) on an 
overnight boating trip back to his ‘country’ 
in Oombulgurri.

“Alan though is currently in jail in 
Derby,” says Jim. “I am still Alan’s contact 
person and speak to him every two weeks, 
mentoring him over the phone and praying 
with him. If I am in Derby I go and visit him. 
He should be out by the end of the year.

“So some of the fellas I meet with 
are going along really well but others are 
struggling. I think that the struggles can 
make people strong.”

The Watsons are praying that some 
young Indigenous men might be raised up 
in the community and develop leadership 

skills. One of Jim’s TAFE students recently 
got a job at Coles. “This was a great result,” 
says Jim. “I don’t always get these sorts of 
outcomes. Just recently one of my students 
committed suicide. There is always one foot 
forward, one foot back.”

Jim and Natalie run a weekly Bible Study 
group at their home attended by a number 
of Indigenous families. The afternoon 
includes fellowship, Bible teaching, prayer 
and a simple meal together. “We are a close 
group and we share our highs and lows,” 
says Jim. “Our children are good friends and 

God’s call to Indigenous ministry
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some families regularly bring extra children 
from non-Christian homes. We have 
helped our friends celebrate their children’s 
birthdays and had Christmas Eve dinner 
together last year. We enjoy spending time 
together both in and outside Bible Study.

“The adults in our group are faithful 
Christians living in extremely difficult social 
and home settings. They struggle to have 
a sense of belonging within churches and 
their Christian encouragement is otherwise 
inconsistent. They are on the front line of 
sharing the gospel and Jesus’ love to those 
in the most dysfunctional situations in our 
community. We are honoured to support 
them in any way we can.”

Another person that the Watsons 
support is Kathy Carlton, who became a 
Christian when former BCA Field Staff Peter 
Palmer was in Wyndham some 15 years 
ago. Today she is studying at Nungalinya 
College and is mentored by Natalie and 
Jim.“Kathy is now a more effective witness 
in her community because of the training 

she’s receiving at Nungalinya,” says Jim. 
“She visits people in her community 
and those who are in hospital. She is a 
wonderful witness who both encourages 
and challenges her Indigenous family  
and community.”

The Watsons would value your prayers 
for their work in the Indigenous community; 
for new Indigenous leaders to be raised up 
and for God’s sustenance and guidance.

“There are many Indigenous people 
living in Kununurra/Wyndham who consider 
themselves Christians and Anglican due to 
the positive long-term impact of Anglican 
involvement in the region in the past,” says 
Jim. “But these people need to be discipled 
and encouraged and there are many young 
people who still need to be reached.”  

Janine van den Tillaart

God’s call to Indigenous ministry

Jim Watson with Alan (Charlie in the background)
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Joy spent 17 years 
with Wycliffe in 
the Kimberley 
and Arnhem Land 
working on the 
Kriol Bible. “We 
finished the New 
Testament and 
a couple of Old 
Testament books,” 
she says. ”I saw 
what a difference 
it made when 
Indigenous people 
had scripture and 
singing in their 
own language.”

Joy Sandefur received the call to work with the  
Indigenous people of our nation in the early 1970s while 
still at university.

“It was during one semester break when I visited a friend in 
Fitzroy Crossing (Kimberley region of Western Australia) that 
God called me to work with Wycliffe Bible Translators,” says Joy. 
“I returned home, did their training and went back to the Top 
End in 1973.”

Joy spent 17 years with Wycliffe in the Kimberley and 
Arnhem Land working on the Kriol Bible. “We finished the New 
Testament and a couple of Old Testament books,” she says.  
”I saw what a difference it made when Indigenous people had 
scripture and singing in their own language.”

Upon her return to Melbourne, Joy continued her studies 
with a Doctorate focusing on how Aboriginal people take what 
is said in the gospel and apply it to their culture. “The gospel 
both challenges and affirms Indigenous culture,” says Joy.

In 2003 Joy received an invitation from BCA to go and work 
at Nungalinya College, and as her children had all grown up, 
she accepted and returned to the Top End for over seven years.

Today, as the National Researcher/Adviser on Indigenous 
Matters, Joy not only provides BCA with advice, she also 
mentors Aboriginal Minister Kathy Dalton, and in September  
last year, organised a conference for the eight Indigenous clergy 
in Victoria.

The Indigenous Clergy Conference, held at Bishopscourt in 
Melbourne, and sponsored by BCA, had the full support of the 
Primate of the Anglican Church in Australia and the Archbishop 

Honouring the call, forty years on

The Most Revd Dr Philip Freier with Joy Sandefur and Victorian Indigenous Clergy
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of Melbourne, The Most Revd Dr Philip 
Freier and his wife Joy. “The Archbishop was 
fantastic,” says Joy. “He moved his Bishops’ 
meeting to Bishopscourt so that they 
could all meet the Indigenous clergy.” The 
conference was such a success that Joy is in 
the process of organising another one to be 
held later this year.

Joy met Kathy Dalton when she was 
the Worker on Aboriginal Matters for the 
Melbourne Diocese and they quickly built 
up a friendship. “Just after Kathy was 
ordained as a priest she asked me to be 
her ‘spiritual director ‘– which is what she 
likes to call me,” says Joy. “I thought why 
not? An Aboriginal minister needs to talk to 
someone outside their Parish.”

Joy visits Kathy once a month. They 
talk about spiritual things and do some 
study. Kathy has finished a Certificate III in 
Theology and Ministry through Wontulp-
Bi Buyu College, the sister college of 

Nungalinya. She is now doing her Certificate 
IV in Theology and Ministry. “It has been 
wonderful to mentor her,” says Joy. “She 
has come so far in these past five years, 
especially for someone who left school at 15 
and hadn’t done a lot of study.”

According to Joy, Kathy’s long-term goal 
is to be a Rector. Currently she works two 
days a week as an Associate Priest and 
three days a week at an Aboriginal Co-op. 
“Kathy spends a lot of her time encouraging 
people,” says Joy. She’s got a really  
rich ministry.”

While Joy’s role is an honorary one, 
she relishes the opportunity to work with 
Indigenous people. “It’s wonderful to enable 
Aboriginal people in ministry so that they 
can show their people the way.”

Janine van den Tillaart

Honouring the call, forty years on

Joy and Kathy
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“That’s what we, the whole Dusty Boots 
team, do. We share life together in the 
communities where we are,” reflects 
Emma Collett, co-mission leader from 
Youthworks College.

A team of fifteen from Youthworks College, 
together with a support team from Sydney’s 
Norwest Anglican Church, travelled to 
the Pilbara for fifteen days of mission in 
Wickham and the Aboriginal community 
of Wakathuni, near Tom Price. This is the 
second year that the team, called Dusty 
Boots, has visited the Pilbara, serving 
alongside BCA Field Staff Richard Goscombe 
and David Morgan.

The trip was a different experience 
of ministry for some students. “When 
we arrived it was immediately clear that 
ministry in this context did not necessarily 
take the same formal appearance of an SRE 
classroom or Friday night youth group,” 
says second year student Gavin Cooper. 
“Rather, we were on the ground, meeting 

the children at whatever life situation they 
were in and just showing them God’s love 
by hanging out with them.”

After orientation in Wickham, the team 
headed to Wakathuni. As the buses pulled 
into town, the team were swamped by the 
community’s kids excitedly running out to 
meet them.

“The outlying community of Wakathuni 
gave the team such a warm welcome 
that left everyone humbled,” says Richard 
Goscombe. “The visit last year meant a 
great deal to the community, but to have 
them return seemed to mean even more. 
The Elders were so grateful and shared with  
us about themselves, their joys and sorrows, 
and their longing to see their community 
living fully the life that God gives  
through Jesus.”

While in Wakathuni, the team hosted 
breakfast, drove kids to school, ran an after 
school Kids’ Club where they shared stories 
about Jesus, held BBQ Church services 
with Richard, and shared meals and yarns 

Sharing Life and Jesus in the Pilbara

Relay races at the Kids’ Club in Wickham
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around the fire each night. That level of 
engagement had a real impact.

“Indeed, their graciousness in allowing 
us to stay in their community is matched 
by their appreciation that we do stay with 
and among them, rather than in Tom Price 
like all other visitors,” says Richard. “This is 
a big part of why they see Dusty Boots as 
something different, and they recognise that 
difference is because of Jesus.”

On returning to Wickham, the team 
hosted two school holiday Kids’ Clubs which 
were both really well-attended. On the 
final day, when unseasonal wet weather 
washed out their plans, the team hosted the 
program in their accommodation, sharing 
life with those in Wickham the way they had 
in Wakathuni. A few team members also 
headed across to the youth centre to hang 
out with the kids there.

“The staff were really welcoming and 
happy to have us,” says co-mission leader 
Tim Beilharz. “They realise the value for 

these kids in relationships: to see that  
they are loved, valued, cared for and are 
worth visiting.”

While they weren’t always able to share 
the gospel, everyone in Wickham knew they 
were with ‘Pastor Rich’. “They knew the 
gospel was driving the reason that we were 
there and they really valued it,” Tim says 
with a smile.

While the rain may have changed some 
plans, there is no doubt that God worked 
powerfully through this trip. “Brendan, the 
Elder of Wakathuni, and I, shed tears as we 
gave thanks for the rain, and prayed the Lord 
would flood the hearts of his [Brendan’s] 
people,” Richard says.
Youthworks College will be partnering with the 

Goscombes, BCA and Norwest Anglican again for a trip 

in 2017.

Melinda Law

Sharing Life and Jesus in the Pilbara

Photos by Gavin Cooper and Emma Collett
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City kids roll up 
their sleeves to 
help in the bush

While some children spent their July 
school holidays playing video games, 
going to the movies or shopping, two 
groups of very special students rolled up 
their sleeves to help out in the bush.

Students from Shellharbour Anglican 
College and Penrith Anglican College 
travelled to country New South Wales as 
part of BCA’s Dusty Boots program.

The Dusty Boots Program, conceived 
by BCA’s Rob and Jenny Stubbs, is an 
opportunity for high school students to 
experience first-hand, mission and service  
in the Australian outback. It’s a time for 
serving and taking on responsibilities for 
others and themselves.

Shellharbour Anglican 
2016 was the sixth year Shellharbour 
Anglican College made the journey to 
Gilgandra in the central west of New South 
Wales. The group included students from 
Years 10, 11 and 12, some of their families, 
and staff. A number of students were on 
their second or third Dusty Boots trip.

Two Year 11 Shellharbour students 
reflected on their trip: Our time was spent 
working in the community doing what we 
were asked to do and we soon learnt how 
much we take for granted. It really helped 
us to realise that what we were doing had a 
positive impact on the community.

Painting the church was a great way to 
brighten it up, even if we were painting 
it the same salmon pink and mint green 
it was before! Working at the farm was 
a great experience for us coastal kids, to 
be fully immersed in the rural way of life. 
From entertaining children to drenching 
sheep, through to seeding an open space 
and cleaning the local cemetery, we all 
experienced something new.

On the surface, this trip seems like a 

Students from Shellharbour Anglican painting the church in Gilgandra
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week of chores in the 
holidays, but in reality, it 
is a week that could not 
have been better spent. 
Just being able to help 
another community, spend 
time with friends, make 
new friends and have fun 
is something that will be 
a fantastic memory of our 
time at school.

Penrith Anglican 
Twenty-two students 
from Penrith Anglican 
College spent the first 
week of the July holidays 
in the small community 
of Cootamundra on the 
south west slopes of New 
South Wales.

These hardworking 
students assisted with 
building maintenance, 
visited aged care facilities, 
refreshed play equipment 
and planted a new garden 
bed at the Bimbadeen 
Conference Centre after 
removing a concrete 
pond. They also assisted 
in the Meals on Wheels 
program: delivering hot 
meals, undertaking home 
maintenance tasks such as raking, dusting, 
gardening, mowing and vacuuming. Time 
was also spent chatting to the residents.

Year 11 student Oscar van Niekerk found 
the trip to be a great experience: “It made 
me realise that I can do so much more for 
the community. Seeing everyone’s face 
light up after we had helped them was the 
greatest feeling of all. It showed that our 
hard work was worth it. I highly recommend 

everyone to think about participating in 
a Dusty Boots service trip. It was a great 
experience that I will never forget.”

To find out more about BCA’s Dusty 
Boots program visit:  
bushchurchaid.com.au/dustyboots

Janine van den Tillaart

Penrith Anglican College students on the way to Cootamundra.
Below: Hardworking students having a bit of fun!
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Kristan and Kathryn Slack are two of BCA’s newest Field 
Staff serving in the Northern Territory. Kristan shares how 
God led them to their new home in Katherine.

My Mum is a committed Christian and she took me to church 
and made sure I knew the gospel from an early age. I’ve been a 
Christian since I was about five. One night I prayed with Mum 
and made more ‘formal’ what I believed, and expressed my trust 
in Jesus.

It was really after university that I realised if Jesus is in charge 
then I need to let Him run my life. It was then I took seriously 
being a member of the body of Christ. I looked at how I could 
use my energy and skills for others as well. That took me from 
engineering in Australia to engineering at a missionary school in 
Hebron, South India. It was over there that I got involved in the 
Bible teaching of pastors and realised how well equipped we 
are as Australian Christians in comparison to Indian Christians. 
That’s when people started saying ‘you should think about 
becoming a pastor’.

I returned to Australia after two years in India and moved 
back in with my parents on the South Coast. I started attending 
All Saints Anglican Church in Nowra, was greatly encouraged 
and eventually headed to Moore College.

In my first year of college my father passed away from a 
sudden stroke and I thought ‘what am I here for?’ I realised that 
I was doing this for Christ and His church and not for myself. So 
when things were hard, I remembered that it wasn’t just for me.

I met Kath in my first year of college and after I knew I 
wanted to marry her it took me another six months to convince 
her to marry me! We got married half way through my studies. 
From then on we wiped the slate clean about our plans for the 
future and started praying. We both had overseas in mind (Kath 
had also previously served overseas in Kenya and Uganda).

We got talking to mission agencies and settled on Pioneers 
who sent us to Mauritius for a year in 2011. Kath taught the 
Year 4-6 class at the Lighthouse Christian School and trained 
other junior teachers, and I lectured at the Mauritian Bible 
Training Institute, teaching pastors and anyone else who wanted 
to learn.

As that year came to a close we thought about what we 
wanted to do. We decided to go home and, God willing, start 
a family.

For the past four and a quarter years I served in the role of 
branch pastor for Moorebank Anglican Church. We did ministry 

Joining the Australian Mission Field

In my first year of 
college my father 
passed away from 
a sudden stroke 
and I thought 
‘what am I here 
for?’ I realised 
that I was doing 
this for Christ and 
His church and not 
for myself 

14 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN



with families and looked after that congregation. God gave us 
three children in that time.

We started asking towards the end of last year – what’s 
coming next? We thought about going overseas but realised  
if we’re willing to go overseas we should be willing to go 
outside Sydney.

A friend of mine is very good friends with Bishop Greg 
Anderson. He talked with Greg and when I was about to 
contact him, Greg contacted me. He said “I can’t offer you coral 
reefs but I’ve got tropical fruit!”

I visited Katherine in January, spoke with the parish council 
and started being keen – I realised that they needed a shepherd 
and I was willing to be that shepherd.

We prayed earnestly about it and in the end the questions 
we had couldn’t be answered unless we came. How would we 
go away from family and friends? How would we cope with the 
heat? People were saying that we were brave but I think, isn’t 
ministry really the same in the end, in a lot of places? It’s going 
to have its difficulties; it’s going to have its joys.

Many people think we have an exclusively Indigenous ministry 
in Katherine but although Indigenous people make up 30 per 
cent of the population, the other 70 per cent need to follow 
Jesus too. My role is going to be the same as it was going to be 
anywhere: to preach God’s word, to lead His people, to make 
connections in the community and figure out how to reach 
them with the gospel.

Kristan Slack

Joining the Australian Mission Field

People were 
saying that we 
were brave but 
I think, isn’t 
ministry really the 
same in the end, in 
a lot of places? It’s 
going to have its 
difficulties;  
it’s going to have 
its joys

Kathryn and Kristan with their children Levi, Ezekiel and Jeremiah
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A new heart for 
Jesus through 
university ministry

BCA has just commenced supporting 
Theology Student Anthony Andreazza 
who is studying at Ridley College in 
Melbourne. He speaks here of how he 
came to know Jesus and where this has 
led him.

I grew up in Griffith as a third generation 
Italian migrant. While I went to church all 
my life I didn’t have a vibrant faith. When I 
started university in Armidale I went looking 
for a church because I’d always gone to 
church. I ended up in an Anglican Church 
on-campus and heard the gospel preached 
for the first time. I was encouraged to read 
the Bible and found out that there was a 
Bible Study in my college. I was mentored 
by my Bible Study leader for two years. I 
suppose I always understood that Jesus had 
died and that Easter was important. But at 
university I came to realise that I was sinful, 
I needed a Saviour and that Jesus had taken 
my sins away.

After completing my degree in Business 

and Economics I went to Canberra to 
work in the Department of Finance and 
Deregulation as a Policy and Budget Officer. 
I got involved with Hawker Anglican 
Church, Crossroads Christian Church and in 
workplace ministry.

After two years in Canberra I received 
a call about doing a ministry traineeship at 
the church where I had become a Christian; 
a call that I accepted. At St Mark’s UNE 
Church in Armidale, I led Bible studies and 
did a lot of one-on-one mentoring and 
discipleship, which I found that I loved. I also 
did some preaching gigs and got involved 
in running conferences. It was through that 
two year discerning that I realised I had a 
passion for rural ministry.

During uni holidays I headed home 
to Griffith and finding a church that was 
preaching the gospel was quite difficult. 
One of the blessings of Armidale is the rich 
gospel ministry. I really felt that burden for 
Griffith.

I’m now down in Melbourne being 
trained at Ridley College with a view to 
eventually being ordained so I can return to 
the Riverina. This area is 37 per cent of NSW 
and only has 13 or 14 Anglican  
clergy. There are not a huge number of 
people living there but there’s even less 
gospel ministry.

I am now three semesters in and really 
enjoying my studies. I am also working at St 
Augustine’s Anglican Church in Moreland as 
a Student Minister for eight hours a week.

My link to BCA came through meeting 
Victorian Regional Officer Adrian Lane at 
one of the prayer meetings he holds at 
Ridley. He quickly invited me to go on a 
Ridley College Mission Trip to Tasmania 
during Easter 2015, which was a time of 
great encouragement. Adrian then asked 
me to join the Regional Committee and 
now I’m a part of the BCA family.

Anthony Andreazza
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Meet my Torres Strait Islander friend – 
Danny Blanket. He was born on Badu 
Island in the Torres Strait in November 
1945. The second youngest of ten 
children, he has seven brothers and two 
sisters. His grandfather was a Deacon 
of St Mark’s Anglican Church on Badu 
Island and his mother was the President 
of Mother’s Union.

In 1962, at the ripe old 
age of 17 years, Danny 
left his Island home to 
seek employment in 
Queensland. His first job 
was with the main roads 
department in Ingham. From 
that small start he went on 
to help build the Townsville 
to Mt Isa Railway in 1963, 
the Perth to Kalgoorlie 
Railway in 1964 and the 
Darwin to Katherine Railway 
in 1967.

It was the Port Hedland 
to Newman Railway in 1968 
that brought him to the 
beautiful Pilbara of North West Australia. 
Working for Dampier Salt for a time, he 
watched as Karratha township grew from 
its first road, Gregory Way, and its only 
building, the Department of Public Works, 
to become a vibrant and exciting place to 
work and raise a family.

In 1972, while based in Wickham, 
Danny helped build the Cape Lambert 
to Pannawonica Railway working for 
a contractor to Robe River Iron Ore. In 
1978, the Shire of Roebourne purchased 
the bulldozer and low-loader from the 
contractor that Danny was working for. It 
came complete with its driver and 38 years 
later Danny, at the ripe old age of 70, is still 
here, still working for Roebourne Shire (now 

City of Karratha) and still driving a bulldozer.
Danny was here to see the Anglican 

Church and Rectory built in 1975 and 1980 
respectively and has been a faithful member 
of the congregation. He served for many 
years as a member of the Parish Council.

Danny is a quiet and unassuming 
gentleman who never pushes himself 
forward but who has a tremendous ministry 
of encouragement to others. He makes the 

most amazing morning teas. He carefully 
reads God’s Word during the morning 
service and faithfully passes out my sermon 
notes each week.

It is an unusual week when I turn 
around and find that Danny is not sitting 
right behind me. His faithfulness and 
commitment to meeting together with 
the people of God is a witness to all and 
the greatest encouragement to me as 
his pastor. I am so grateful that God led 
Danny through many eventful years and 
experiences to the Karratha Anglican 
Community Church.

Les Gaulton

Danny – my Torres Strait Islander Friend
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God’s doing  
great things all 
over the place

“God’s doing great things all over the 
place,” says St Matt’s Manly Youth 
Minister Nathan Campbell, after a 
recent trip to Broken Hill.

Nathan led a mission team of nineteen 
young people from St Matt’s to Broken 
Hill during the July school holidays.

Working with Neville and Kathy Naden 
and serving the Living Desert Indigenous 
Church, the group staffed a stall at 
NAIDOC Day celebrations, ran a Kids’ 
Holiday Club and associated Parent Café, 
and conducted a service at the Church. 
They were immersed in Indigenous 
culture, enjoyed bush hospitality and did 
some amazing star-gazing.

NAIDOC Day celebrations were about 
giving a little and receiving a lot according 
to mission team member Claudia: “We 
had set up a tent for the Living Desert 
Indigenous Church, where we gave out 
show bags with info for our upcoming 
events, made some glitzy ‘Jesus is the 
King’ crowns and painted faces with 
varying degrees of success (see top left).

“A key part of NAIDOC Day which 
cannot be left out is the abundance of 
free stuff. Many of the team took full 
advantage of this, collecting everything 
from toothpaste to beanies to brain 
shaped stress balls. We also continued to 

strengthen our relationship with the community, chatting with 
friends old and new.”

The three-day Kids’ Club was held at the basketball stadium 
in Broken Hill. Each day the team spent five hours with local 
kids: eating, playing games, going on scavenger hunts, doing 
craft and discussing the book of Genesis and creation. The St 
Matt’s team also put on a play that was split into four scenes 
and acted across three days of the club and on the final 
evening’s church service – a great reason for the kids to return 
each day.

The Kids’ Club averaged around 30 kids a day and at the 
end of the program they all left with a show bag including Lego 
(which was donated), sporting equipment and an invitation to 
church for the finale and ending of the play.

NAIDOC Day 
celebrations were 
about giving a 
little and receiving 
a lot

NAIDOC Day Celebrations 
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According to team members Tim and 
Jen, many parents said their children insisted 
on coming back to the Kids’ Club for the 
final day and some had even written thank 
you notes – a great encouragement.

The church service was the team’s final 
event. They led the service and performed 
the last scenes of the play – where the king 
and his son save the prince and princess 
from the evil dragon. The local kids were 
also involved: performing actions for the 
songs, giving the Bible readings and leading 
the prayers – a great finale to a great week.

According to Nathan the mission trip 

was a huge success for a number of reasons 
including worshipping with fellow brothers 
and sisters in Christ, seeing how things are 
done out in the bush, and being immersed 
in a different culture.

“While we were stretched physically and 
mentally running the Kids’ Holiday Club, 
we honed our ministry skills and gained 
some new ones while also being greatly 
encouraged at seeing the way God was  
at work – both in us and in the people  
we served.”

Janine van den Tillaart

Kids’ Holiday Club

The St Matt’s Team with Neville and Kathy Naden
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Regional Events

NSW/ACT Regional 
Office Lunchtime 
Prayer Meetings
We are so thankful to all our faithful prayer 
supporters who attend our lunchtime 
prayer meetings on the first Tuesday of 
each month. At our last meeting we were 
delighted to welcome Port Hedland Field 
Staff Philip and Elke Knight along with their 
daughters Annabella and Lilly. We heard 
all about their vital work in spreading the 
gospel in this Western Australian port city.
From September we will be holding our 
meetings bi-monthly. We look forward to 
seeing you and any new prayer supporters 
at our next meeting on Tuesday 6 
September 2016. The final meeting for the 
year will be held on Tuesday 1 November 
2016. A list of 2017 prayer meetings will be 
mailed out in the new year. 
Thank you for joining with us in prayer. 

For further information please email  
heather@bushchurchaid.com.au

2016 Victorian 
Spring Lunches and 
Sunset Snacks 

Hear The Revd Neville Naden 
Pastor of the Living Desert 
Indigenous Church 

Indigenous Ministry 
through Indigenous Eyes

 Spring Lunches

12.30pm start. Finish by 2pm.  
Children welcome. 
$20 per person (for lunch)
Tuesday 6 September
Glen Waverley Anglican Church
Wednesday 7 September
St John’s, Highton Anglican Church
Thursday 8 September
Berwick Anglican Church 

 Sunset Snacks and Chat

Tuesday 6 September
St Luke’s Anglican Church, South 
Melbourne
From 5.30pm for 6pm start, finish by 
7pm. $20 per person

RSVP by Thursday 1 September 2016
03 9457 7556  
victoria@bushchurchaid.com.au

The South Australian/
Northern Territory  
Annual Spring Lunch
Friday 16 September 2016 at  
12 noon • $15 per head  
Holy Trinity, North Terrace, Adelaide

Guest Speaker: The Revd  
Adrian Lane Author, poet and 
Victoria Regional Officer
RSVP by 12 September 2016  
08 8221 5444 or  
sa@buschchurchaid.com.au
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Change is in the Air

As Lucy, Edmund, Susan and 
Peter ventured further in to the 
freezing wintery world of Narnia, 
Beaver spoke up: “They say 
Aslan is on the move – perhaps 
he has already landed,” but the 
moment the Beaver had spoken 
these words everyone felt quite 
different.... At the name of Aslan 
each one of the children felt 
something jump in its inside.  
(The Lion the Witch and the 
Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis)

With the arrival of rain in Central 
West Queensland during June, there 
has come a sphere of excitement as 
a sense of change is occurring. One 
can’t help but say: “Jesus is  
on the move – perhaps He has 
already arrived”. 

There has been for some years a 
physical drought that has restricted 
the ability of the region to move forward. 
Many a grazier has felt hopeless as they 
have had to destock or feed animals by 
hand, business owners have struggled due 
to the lack of graziers spending, this in 
turn has meant people have left the region 
because of lack of work. The situation has 
been desperate.

Beside the physical drought there has 
also been a spiritual drought, numbers in 
congregations have reduced either because 
people have left town due to no work, 
grown old and house bound or have lost 
their faith. Others have also lost faith in 
the traditional church structure, perhaps 
because we have not shared the love of 
Christ and His saving grace, or because we 
have let them down. For whatever reason 
church numbers are low with the average 
age between 70 and 80 years.

But now unseasonal rain has come, 

change is in the air. Despite people saying 
that the rainy season was over and there 
would be no rain until late spring, we 
prayed for unseasonal rain and the Lord 
has delivered. We are also praying for 
unseasonal change in people’s hearts; that 
they will experience the work of the Holy 
Spirit and meet Jesus Christ personally; 
that they will experience the saving grace 
of God and want to share what they have 
experienced. Change is in the air, perhaps 
Christ has started to bring the spiritual 
drought in the Central West to an  
end already.

Please praise God for the rain and pray 
with us for spiritual change in the Central 
West as Christ moves across this land. 
Change is scary at the best of times, but 
change we must.

Graeme Liersch

Longreach after the rain

Longreach before the rain
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There’s still time to apply for the  
2017 April Bottom Scholarship

There’s still time for students in the 
Parish of Broken Hill and the Far  
West to apply for the 2017 April  
Bottom Scholarship.

This scholarship was established by the 
family of April Bottom following her death 
from cancer in 2003. Before her passing, 
April expressed a desire to set up a fund 
to assist families from the Parish with the 
education of their children, particularly 
where they needed to leave the region in 
order to achieve their potential.

Last year’s winner Ellie Chrisakis is 
currently studying a Bachelor of Medical 
Radiation Science at Charles Sturt University 
in Wagga Wagga.

“The scholarship has allowed my 
transition to be smooth as I have had less 
financial stress,” says Ellie. “I absolutely love 
Wagga and Charles Sturt University. I have 
met so many amazing people and have 
settled in so well. Although my course is 
very full on, I have found it interesting and 
I can’t wait to learn more! Thanks to the 
April Bottom family and BCA I have been 
given such an amazing opportunity to strive 
and achieve.”

In previous years, winners of the 

scholarship have moved from their homes 
or properties surrounding Broken Hill and 
Menindee to study in locations such as 
Adelaide, Bathurst, Sydney and Darwin.
 To be eligible for the April Bottom 
Scholarship, you must:
•  Be a resident of the Parish of Broken Hill 

and the Far West
•  Undertake study outside the Parish  

in 2017
•  Submit your completed application by 

the closing date and have it verified by 
your parents/carers

•  Provide academic records from the 
previous year and any information to 
support your application including club 
memberships, sporting or academic 
achievements
The winner of the 2017 Scholarship will 

receive $11,000 to go towards their tuition 
fees/boarding fees/text books, etc as they 
commence their studies next year.

If you know someone who would 
benefit from the April Bottom Scholarship 
or you are interested in obtaining 
further information email greg.bridge@
bushchurchaid.com.au or phone the 
BCA National Office on 02 9262 5017. 
Applications close 15 September 2016.

Past winners of the April Bottom Scholarship
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“Welcome you back! I got some dessert, 
the western dessert, some cake. Today if 
you have time maybe you could come to 
my house, I give you some cake.”

The need to belong is a fundamental human 
need and one felt accutely by people who 
have moved their lives to a new country. 
Whether they are fleeing 
places of oppression, seeking 
an education, or a life with 
more opportunites for their 
children, the challenges 
faced go far beyond 
missing home and family or 
navigating the practicalities 
of daily life. Issues like 
how to feel secure, or to 
form significant and lasting 
friendships are often critical 
in successfully making such a 
big transition. This message 
from my friend Sarah* that 
greeted me recently is one 
of many invitations I receive from friends 
wanting me to visit them and share in  
their lives.

It is now almost six years since I left 
corporate work in the multiethnic world 
of manufacturing to join CultureConnect, 
a ministry of Interserve Australia that aims 
to help the Australian church engage with 
migrants in local communities. Interserve’s 
Christian values are reflected through a 
wholistic approach to ministry, a desire to 
care for the whole person, to be authentic 
in our relationships and to serve others with 
a spirit of humility and interdependence. 
For me that has been a life of English 
classes, visiting, resumés, driving lessons 
and medical appointments; a life investing 
in friendships with people who are feeling 
lonely and isolated. It has meant listening 
to harrowing stories of life and the journeys 

that brought people here. Or sharing in all 
manner of fun, food and fellowship and 
having my own life and perspectives shaped 
by what I have learned from others.

How did I end up here? No doubt 
my own mixed cultural heritage and my 
experiences of life growing up in Australia 
helped lead me to this point. So did years 

of factory life amongst people who have 
made Australia their new home. We have 
a wonderful opportunity for our lives to 
be ennriched by the diversity that life in 
Australia now offers. A spirit of inclusion 
rather than tolerance can transform us as 
individuals and our broader society to one 
which values all people and appreciates the 
contribution that they make.

My aim in joining the BCA Council is to 
envision and equip the rural church to reach 
out to migrants who are being resettled 
in regional areas. The nature of rural 
communities is that, in many ways, they are 
better placed than people in large cities to 
welcome and include outsiders. I want to 
encourage and equip them to do this.
*Name has been changed.

Lisa Bateup

Councillor’s Column
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CONGRATULATIONS
Helen Caterer (MBE) received a Medal Of 
The Order Of Australia (OAM) for service to 
the community, particularly through church 
and social welfare groups in the 2016 
Queens Birthday Honours List. Helen, now 
102 years old, is a former travel writer and 
journalist from Adelaide who compiled the 
book 60 Years of BCA in 1981. Helen has 
been a BCA supporter since the 1950s and 
continues to attend all BCA functions in 
South Australia.
Joel and Hannah Hill welcomed Albert 
Simon Hill into the world on Monday 4 
July 2016. Albert is a little brother to Amy, 
Finnegan and John.

WELCOME
Kristan and Kathryn Slack were 
commissioned at St Paul’s Anglican Church 
in Katherine in early June. They come to BCA 
after working as short-term missionaries in 
Mauritius and serving in the Anglican Parish 
of Moorebank in south-west Sydney. Kristan 
aims to shepherd God’s people and make 
Christ known to the community.
Anthony Andreazza is being supported 
by BCA in his theological studies at Ridley 
College. Born and raised in Griffith New 
South Wales, and born-again through 
university ministry, Anthony has a desire to 
minister and share the gospel in rural and 
regional Australia.

VALE
The Reverend June Armstrong  
(20 July 1925 – 18 April 2016) served as a 
nurse at the BCA Mission Hostel in Ceduna 
from 1949–1951 and 1953–1955. June not 
only served in South Australia, but also the 
Northern Territory and Papua New Guinea. 
She will be dearly missed by her brothers, 
sisters, nieces and nephews.

Post & Rails

Kathryn and Kristan Slack

Anthony Andreazza

The Reverend June Armstrong

The Hill family

Helen Caterer with Mark Short
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The Revd Ron Keynes (23 October 1934 
– 11 May 2016) served with BCA at Leigh 
Creek from 1963–1966 and Ceduna from 
1966–1969. He was also a much loved 
minister in the Canberra & Goulburn and 
Willochra Dioceses. Ron is survived by his 
wife Robyn, children Roger, Penny, Susie and 
Josie and seven grandchildren.
Stan Drew (19 June 1927 – 28 May 2016) 
together with his wife Elaine served as 
houseparents at the BCA Children’s Hostel 
in Broken Hill during the 1980s. He was 
instrumental in establishing SOMA in 
Australia (Sharing of Ministries Abroad) 
in the mid-1980s and served on its board 
for many years. Stan is survived by Elaine, 
children Robert, Louise and Carolyn  
as well as four grandchildren and three 
great grandchildren.
The Revd Ian Robertson (19 February 
1931 – 1 July 2016) together with his wife 
Robin served with BCA for four and a half 
years at Coober Pedy in the late 1980s and 
early 1990s. He and Robin remained lifelong 
supporters of BCA. Ian is survived by Robin, 
children David, Stephen, John and  
their families.
The Revd Owen Thomas (24 February 1934 
– 12 July 2016) was the South Australian 
State Secretary from September 1995 until 
August 1999. During his time as State 
Secretary Owen provided pastoral care for 
South Australian Field Staff and broadened 
BCA’s support base. Owen is survived by 
his wife Hilary, son Robert, daughter-in-law 
Narelle and two grandchildren.

Post & Rails

The Revd Ron Keynes

Stan and Elaine DrewStan and Elaine Drew

The Revd Ian Robertson and wife Robin

The Revd Owen Thomas
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BCA’s First Steps in Indigenous Mission
In its first years, the Society reflected the language of the day 
when it came to speaking about the First Australians. I found 
reading early volumes of The Real Australian for this article 
rather confronting at times. We look at things so differently 
today, and rightly so. However the quotes in this article from 
Kirkby, BCA’s first organising Missioner, are used in an  
unaltered form from his report on his first trip to South Australia 
in mid-1921.

Kirkby boarded the ‘Social Equality Express’, a narrow gauge 
railway, from Port Lincoln to Murat Bay a distance of nearly 
450 kilometres covered in 36 hours with only one second class 
carriage. He was in the company of The Revd Neville Haviland. 
Neville had just volunteered for service with BCA from St 
Stephen’s Normanhurst. He was one of the first three BCA 
missioners – the celebrated ‘Three H’s’.

After arriving at Murat Bay with many stops along the way, 
Kirkby notes: Townships are not close in those distant parts. 
Numerous camps of nomadic Aboriginals were met, always 
interesting, yet always pathetic. White civilisation has doomed 
the black. They then happen upon a Lutheran mission at 
Koonibba, a huge settlement, which lifts Kirkby’s spirit and gives 
him hope of the possibilities among the rising generation and 
notes the distinctive response made to the gospel. He vividly 
comments on the difference between those on the mission and 
those in camps; his comparison of the despised brethren and the 
camp-black wurlie with its squalor, filth, and innumerable mangy 
dogs convinces Kirkby of the worth of Christian missions.

Kirkby meets more Indigenous people at Yalata station and 
notes how happy they appear. He then heads further west and 
then north towards the trans-line to catch the train back to 
Adelaide. Kirby reports Passing over the Nullarbor, no travellers 
were met, save a small party of Aboriginals (‘Nungas’ the local 
term), who had borrowed a dilapidated buck-board buggy to 
which was hitched a couple of gaunt camels and who were 
spending a ‘holiday in the country’ in pursuit of game.

Eventually they reach the ever giving water soak at Ooldea. It 
is there that he is welcomed by anthropologist Mrs Daisy Bates, 
who spends her time in ameliorative work among the camp 
blacks, with whom she travels from place to place. Her presence 
there is some protection for the lubras and girls and incidentally 
ensures attention to the sick in time of need. The clerical visitors 
are enthusiastically received by dogs and piccaninnies without 

From the Archives

I found reading 
early volumes 
of The Real 
Australian for 
this article rather 
confronting at 
times. We look 
at things so 
differently today, 
and rightly so
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number. They are treated to a fine demonstration of boomerang 
and spear throwing and given an assortment of Aboriginal 
weapons as gifts.

Kirkby concludes amongst these and other wandering tribes 
of blacks, no mission work is being carried on. It is a difficult 
field in which to operate, but the success of the Lutheran work 
elsewhere should encourage our church to attempt something.

While he was being challenged by the situation in South 
Australia and wondering what the church could do, Kirkby was 
most likely unaware of the significant work of the Society’s 
parent body, the Colonial and Continental Church Society. 
It started as a mission to both English emigrants and local 
Indigenous people along the Swan River, Western Australia in 
1836 and as a result, an Anglican mission school was set up  
at Swanleigh.

Thankfully Kirkby continued to work on that challenge 
presented to him and established a significant ministry amongst 
Aboriginal people over his next 10 years with BCA. He laid 
a foundation which today finds BCA supporting ministry by 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people rather than to them 
as it was 100 years ago.

Brian Roberts 
Honorary Archivist

From the Archives

Kirkby continued 
to work on 
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years with BCA
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Order Early for Christmas

BBCA 312/3B

BBCA 314B
BBCA 315B

Orders must be received by Wednesday 30 November 2016

BBCA 011B

BBCA 017B

BBCA 018B

BBCA 016B
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Order Early for Christmas BCA Christmas Order Form
Christmas Puddings & Cakes
Newcastle Pudding Lady Traditional Christmas Pudding  
Suitable for microwave.

BBCA 312B  500g Pudding  $29 each  Order Quantity   Total $

BBCA 313B  1kg Pudding  $45 each Order Quantity  Total $

Newcastle Pudding Lady Plum Pudding Log – wrapped in calico  
and suitable for diabetics/coeliacs in controlled portions; gluten free

BBCA 314B  500g Log  $32 each  Order Quantity Total $

Newcastle Pudding Lady Christmas Cake

BBCA 315B  700gm Cake  $40 each  Order Quantity  Total $

Christmas Cards
BBCA 015B   Christmas Cards – 2014 Designs 

Pack of 10 – 2 each of 5 designs $5/pack Qty Total $

BBCA 016B   Christmas Cards – 2015 Designs 

Pack of 10 – 2 each of 5 designs $7.50/pack or $7/pack for 3 or more Qty Total $

BBCA 017B  Christmas Cards – New Designs for 2016

Pack of 6 – 2 each of 3 designs $5/pack or $4.50/pack for 3 or more Qty Total $

 Sub-total  

   Delivery Charge  8.50

   Total   $

PAYMENT BY Cheque / Money Order

  Mastercard Visa  American Express

Name on credit card ______________________________________________________ 

Credit card number

Expires on ____________________ Signature __________________________________

PLEASE DELIVER TO Revd / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms (initials) _______________________

Last name

Address

 Postcode

Email Telephone
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Please complete this merchandise order form

Your purchase helps gospel work across Australia

Please deliver to:

Revd / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms (initials)  

Last name

Address 

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask  

that you include $8.50 per delivery address. We can also include a gift card should 

you wish.

*supporter no. (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)

Orders can also be placed by visiting our website bushchurchaid.com.au

Merchandise Order Form

BCA Code Description Quantity $ Total

BCA011 By Gone Days Cards

BCA018 Banjo Bilby

Sub-Total

PLUS postage and handling charges – $8.50 per order

Total

I would like to pay by:

 Cheque/Money Order Credit card – please complete details below

 Mastercard Visa  American Express

 Name on credit card _________________________________________________ 

 Credit card number

 Expires on ________________Signature _________________________________
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Donation Form
Yes, I would like to share the gospel and provide care to isolated families 
across Australia.

Enclosed is my gift of $ ____________________________to BCA’s ministry

 Please tick here if you need a tax deduction

 (Donations to tax deductible funds cannot be used for general gospel ministry).

 I would like to pay by:

 Cheque/Money Order Credit card – please complete details below

 Mastercard Visa  American Express

 Name on credit card _________________________________________________

 
 Credit card number

 Expires on _______________ Signature __________________________________

Other ways to give:

Online bushchurchaid.com.au • Phone 02 9262 5017

Direct Deposit Westpac BSB 032 008 Account 000706

Donations can be made directly into our bank account. PLEASE use your supporter 

number as a reference (or, for anonymous donations, the reference ANON followed 

by the first letter of your State).  

 

My details

Revd / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms (initials)  

Last name

Address

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

I would like to receive:
  The Real Australian magazine & Prayer Notes

 A money box for my donations 

 Information about how I can support BCA through my Will

BILLER CODE

88203
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