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WEST WYALONG

Are you feeling called to ministry in the bush? Do you have a missional heart?
West Wyalong is looking for it’s next Rector to lead us as we seek to bring
the Good News of Jesus to our community – Could that be you?

14 Court Street
West Wyalong 2671
Phone 0269722163
E-mail: office@wwanglican.org
www.wwanglican.org
www.facebook.com/wwanglican
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Who we are looking for

We are praying that the Lord in his kindness will send us someone who:
•

Has a strong faith and theological background, and will accurately and relevantly teach
the Bible;

•

Has good communication skills for both the young and the old.

•

Will happily work within various styles of worship from more contemporary to traditional.

•

Is willing to take the chance to try new things, in order to help us grow, while honouring
what we have and who will work to bring the parish with them on any change.

•

Strong skills using modern technology, i.e. comfortable with recording sermons and
posting them online, and using Office 365 and One Drive for administration.

•

Is someone who can build on what we have started and encourage young families to
become part of our Parish family.

•

Will encourage personal Bible reading and prayer, small group ministry and outreach
into our community.

•

Comes with a missional heart, understanding the parish can only pay 2/3 of a full time
stipend (4 days per week)

Why West Wyalong?
•

God’s Call

•

A wonderful congregation waiting to welcome you

•

The desire to learn and grow spiritually

•

There is great potential

•

A supportive team

About us and our gatherings
We are generous and welcoming congregation. We
welcome and include people from all walks of life and
backgrounds. Worship is at the centre of our life. Each
Sunday we meet for a Holy Communion service at
9:30am.
Tuesday mornings from February through until Christmas
we meet for an informal communion service.
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An informal cuppa is provided after the Sunday service and after the Tuesday 10 am service where
people can enjoy conversation and encouragement for the week ahead.
Once a month on the fourth Sunday from February to December there is a Commnion service held in
the neighvouring village of Ungarie. The service is held in the Community church.
We value the cycle of the liturgical year marking different seasons with variations in the liturgy, music
and decorations in the church. We believe worship is very much the work of the whole people of God.

Children and families

For the last 3 years we have been running a Sunday School program called ‘Kids for Christ’ (KFC)
during school terms.  The program started from nothing and grew to include an average of 6-10 kids
most weeks. Children have been primarily brought by grandparents, but the parish is keen to see
more engagement with families, and especially parents.
Other initiatives used by the parish in the last 3-4 years to engage with families as well as the wider
community have included trialling Sunday afternoon and Friday morning services and running Christianity Explored.

Recent closures

In 2019 the parish sadly had to close the church buildings in neighbouring villages of Tallimba and
Ungarie. This was a sad time for the parish and it has led to the ceasing of regular services in Tallimba.
However we still hold a monthly Eucharist in Ungarie and use the Community Church building.

Parish statistics
Weekly Services
Sunday 9:30am
Tuesday 10am
Monthly Village

Average Attendance
35-45
10-14
15-20

2019
Baptisms
10

Marriages
4

Funerals
20

Bible study

There is currently only one regular Bible study group being hosted in the parish. Attendance at annual
study groups for specialty studies for Lent have been sporadic.

Aged care and health ministry

In addition to the monthly service, regular pastoral visiting of the aged and infirmed is conducted.  
Parishioners are also on a volunteer roster for conducting hospital visitation.
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Parish facilities

St Barnabas’ Church is a large well appointed
building which can seat over 200.  The church
has recently had reverse cycle air conditioning
installed thanks to a generous bequest, which
makes working in the hot summers much more
enjoyable!

Parish hall

The parish has an excellent hall adjacent the
church which includes toilets and a small parish
office.  The hall also has reverse cycle airconditioning making it an excellent venue all year
round

Parish rectory

The Rectory is at 3 England St, and adjoins the
church grounds. It is a double brick building,
which was first contructed in 1922, but which has
been extended and renovated. The house has
4 good size bedrooms, with the master having a
walk in robe and ensuite. There is also a large office, sunroom and attached garage with internal
access. There is a fully enclosed back yard with a
garden shed and large clothes line along with a
large chicken coup and run. The house has ducted gas heating and ducted evaporative cooling.

Financial position
The parish currently making a small operating surplus each year. However this is largely due to the financial support received through renting the adjoining flats and fund raising. Giving has increased by
about 20% in the last 4 years, but still covers only approximately half of the parish expenses.
With the help of Bush Church Aid (BCA) we are now looking for a full time minister, with a full time
stipend and all allowances and covers all utilities etc.
The parish currently owns a car (Toyota Camry) which is provided to the parish priest along with all
running costs in lieu of a car allowance. Changes to this arrangement could be negotiated with an
incoming priest.

4

PA R I S H

P R O F I L E

WEST WYALONG
Location and context

West Wyalong is the main town of the Bland
Shire in the Central West region of New South
Wales, Australia. Located 467 kilometres (290
mi) west of Sydney and 262 m (860 ft) above sea
level, it is situated on the crossroads of the Newell
Highway between Melbourne and Brisbane, and
the Mid-Western Highway between Sydney and
Adelaide. The West Wyalong district is the largest
cereal-growing centre in NSW.

Schools

St Mary’s War Memorial Catholic School (K-6)
West Wyalong Primary School (K-6)
West Wyalong High School (7-12)
Wyalong Public School (K-6)

Educational facilities are excellent with a good choice in State schools as well as St Mary’s Catholic
School. We also have a TAFE College in the community and are approximately 1.5 hours drive from
Charles Sturt University Wagga Wagga Campus.

Healthcare

West Wyalong has a District Hospital and is served by several local General Practitioners. Quality specialists are available at Wagga Wagga, and the community is served by two Dental surgeries and two
pharmacies. Elderly residents receive excellent care at the RFBI West Wyalong Masonic Village.

Demographics

Bland Shire had a population of 5955 people as of the 2016 Census. Of these the vast majority live in
the main centre of West Wyalong and Wyalong (the two communities are separated only by 1.5km)
with a combined population of 3795 people with a median age of 42.

The Parish boundaries extend to cover the communities of Tallimba (pop. 184) and Ungarie (pop. 557)
within the shire as well. Sadly the Anglican Church buildings in these communities were both deconsecrated and closed in 2019. However the parish works closely with the other churches in town to
engage in ecumenical ministry in Tallimba and still conducts a monthly Eucharist service at Ungarie.
The population in West Wyalong increased slightly from the 2011 to the 2016 Census, and the stability
of the population and employment in the community is supported by the large Gold Mine which is
located at Lake Cowal and serviced from West Wyalong.

Interested?

Should you feel that the Lord may be leading you to come and minister with us, please contact the
bishop of the diocese, the Right Reverend Mark Calder: bishop@bathurstanglican.org.au or 02 6331
1722 or by contacting the National Director of BCA, the Revd Canon Greg Harris:
national.director@bushchurchaid.com.au or 02 9262 5017.
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