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Stuart Nichols, Economy and Finance, Maersk Australia with Kim Winter, Co-Founder of Oasis Africa. 

Maersk Line’s CSR strategy enables staff to participate with Australian charities via the volunteering program 
rolled out in 2012. Stuart Nichols, Economy and Finance, Maersk Australia shares his experience.  

The Australian Supply Chain and Logistics Industry heavyweights combined forces once again for the Oasis Africa 
Annual gala charity fundraiser held this year on 22 November 2012 at the Woolloomooloo warehouse art gallery of 
world renowned Australian artist Gabrielle Pool.  

Senior executives from companies including Toll, Linfox, BHP, DHL, Coates Hire, Maersk, Kuehne & Nagel, 
Americold, Costa Logistics, Logistics Executive Recruitment, Interlex, Google, OTS, Logistics Bureau, Civic Group, 
SMART Conference, YCH, Converga, The Iconic, Warringah Rugby Club, IBM, ACP, Heidrick and Struggles, Teed U 
Golf, Pickles Auctions, Qantas, AABC, Qantas, Railcorp and Deutschebank and joined forces with arts and sports 
celebrities and were entertained by a fashion parade and recording artists including INXS / NoiseWorx frontman 
Jon Stevens, John Waters, and Amber Lawrence.  

As a volunteer, my main duties were to assist with set up and pack up of the event and help with food and 
beverage during the night. I was extremely happy to be able to represent Maersk Line and donate my time to a 
charity of my choice. I specifically chose this organisation as I could see the drive, passion and determination 
behind the cause and through my initial meeting with Kim Winter, co-founder of Oasis Africa Australia / CEO of  
Executive Search firm Logistics Executive Recruitment, a global service provider to Maersk.  

Oasis Africa Australia was established after seeing the need first hand in June 2005. The organisation aims to raise 
awareness and funds to help create a better future for these children through development of community based 
schools which provide food, education, shelter, safety, health services and essential trauma counseling. 

At least 50,000 orphans affected by aids and vulnerable children live in Africa’s poorest slum – Kibera – located in 
Nairobi, Kenya. Kibera is home to over 1 million people, where extended families, generally totaling 8 or more, live 
in small mud/stick shacks with corrugated roof and no electricity. There are no government hospitals or clinics, no 
proper sewage systems and one latrine (hole in the ground) is shared by up to 400 people. 



 

Stuart Nichols, Economy and Finance, Maersk Australia with Jon Stevens from INXS. 

According to Kim Winter "Oasis is the result of widespread support from a large number of supply chain 

organizations, more become involved every year. The fact that basic supply chain principles have been adopted to 

provide a platform for success in such a seemingly desolate and dysfunctional environment has attracted many 

execs and their staff to get involved the project.’  

Oasis Africa has already invited me back for next year’s event and I am honored to continue my relationship with 
them. If you would like more information on Oasis Africa, please get in touch with me or visit 
www.oasisafrica.org.au. Also, if you haven’t already, I urge you all to use your volunteer leave and take advantage 
of this great initiative to give back to a charity of your choice.  


